
 
 
 
c/o Clare Edwards 
clareedwards@mac.com 
07973 694913 
 
 
Dear Laura Dyer 
 
We are writing to let you know that the recent decision not to include Sound It Out as a 
National Portfolio Organisation is, in our view, a mistake. 
 
We believe that the projects Sound it Out design and create are thoughtful and musically of 
the highest quality. It employs musicians who are highly skilled at working with people and 
places them with groups of people who wouldn’t normally get to participate in music making. 
Very often these projects are simply life changing for people involved and at the very least 
they are high quality musical experiences that they will probably never forget. 
 
The work is so highly valued by participants that in just one week we have been inundated 
with comments and support direct from people of all ages who have been affected by Sound 
It Out in some way. 
 
Not only do the communities of the West Midlands need and deserve Sound It Out,hb  but we 
believe that the Arts Council should want it as part of their portfolio. 
 
There is no question in our minds that Sound It Out delivers the ACE portfolio goals and 
therefore we ask you to reconsider. 
 
Today is just the beginning of our campaign to raise the profile of the work of Sound It Out 
and to try and restore its stability through core ACE funding. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Clare Edwards 
+360 or so petition names (gathered since 6th April) 
 
 
Below are some comments that have come from participants last week under each of your 
goal headings: 
 
Goal 1: Talent and artistic excellence are thriving and celebrate 
  
On Friday I watched the Birmingham Jazz Ensemble at Rush Hour Blues. It is a group made 
up from young people who have attended various sessions in the past run by SIO and BJazz. 
One particular young guy who we have helped a great deal since meeting him at school many 
years ago is doing very very very well. I hadn’t heard him play for a while and was amazed at 
his standard. He is moving onto greater things from a disadvantaged starting point. SIO 
played a major role at that starting point as they do with thousands of others throughout the 
West Midlands. Sid Peacock Birmingham 



  
Sound it Out play a really important strategic role in developing diversity in the musicians 
working in community and education settings. They cross barriers. Though Sound it Out’s 
projects and training, conservatoire classical music & jazz students, Indian Classical 
musicians, Gospel singers, Iraqi refuges, English folk musicians, self taught urban music 
specialists and many others, all work together, learn from each other and develop deeper 
respect for each others skills and cultures. Very few other arts organisations seem to be 
doing this. The impact goes far beyond Sound It Out’s own excellent work. These people go 
on to work across the arts and in music education across the region and beyond, influencing 
new generations of musicians. Mark Bick Gloucestershire 
 
Goal 2: More people experience and are inspired by the arts  
 
I remember when Pete Churchill came into Reaside Clinic and helped me to focus on music. 
We recorded two or three songs for the CD and I felt there was a guiding hand involved. 
Without that I would probably still be in hospital right now! Gary Morris Participant 
 
I started with Sound It Out (Musical Connections) following a lengthy admission to hospital. 
The amount of help and confidence it has given me is huge. I have rediscovered a musical 
side I forgot I had, I have used music as a way to cope and get away from some of my 
demons. Ruth Jeavons Participant 
 
I benefited especially from Musical Connections songwriting workshops and made new 
friends. The sort of encouragement they give is crucial to someone like me with my anxiety 
disorder. Andrew Green Worcester 
 
Goal 3: The arts are sustainable, resilient and innovative 
 
I feel strongly about SIO losing its core funding. I know as a member of Vox Populi that we 
owe a huge debt of gratitude to them. Not only in the money sense, but because of all of their 
help and invaluable advice over the past years, enabling us to keep going.  Working with 
them on various projects has been a pleasure and it would be sad for me to lose this 
connection and I am sure others in the wider community would feel the same.” 
Enid Bradley (Chair) of now self financing community choir in Sheldon Heath started by 
Sound It Out in 1997 
 
I've been a volunteer on Sound It Out's Musical Connections project for three and a half years 
and in that time have had the privilege to share music with service users and practitioners in 
ways that have improved all our lives. I fully appreciate the difficult decisions you are having 
to make and would just ask that you reconsider, even to reinstate some of the money. People 
like me travel to Birmingham and offer an extra pair of hands because the project makes a 
difference to everyone involved. Kate Allen Shropshire (Musical Connections is a self funded 
group founded by Sound It Out in 1997) 
 
Goal 4: The arts leadership and workforce are diverse and highly skilled 
 
The Sound It Out training programmes for musicians are highly regarded nationally: 
I attended a SIO event on music improvisation about 10 years ago. I really had to fight to get 
permission from my line manager in York at the time to attend this course. In the event, it was 
one of the best investments they ever made. The wonderful things I took away from these 
workshops became an integral part of my work for them…….great stuff and fond memories. I 
hope their light continues to shine. David Ashworth Freelance Education Consultant Carlisle 
 
As a person just starting out as a Community Musician Sound it Out has been utterly 
invaluable to me. I consider myself extremely lucky to be on the Wolverhampton New 
Horizons Course. I think it is nothing short of disgraceful that the funding has been cut. 
Without SIO I would not have known where to start on this precarious career path and they 
have given me an amazing grounding already. Louise Blackburn Current Trainee 
Wolverhampton 
 



Goal 5: Every child and young person has the opportunity to experience the richness 
of the arts 
 
We host one of the groups of kids who benefit from SIO down at Musoplex & Framework 
Studios on Tuesday evenings. This project has been a blessing to so many local young 
people, in that it takes a non-muso young person (who has an interest in music and often 
doesn’t have access to such opportunities in their own day-to-day lives) and it takes them 
through a life cycle of creative growth and musical maturity. It develops belief, passion, 
confidence, motivation and self-acceptance because the kids are presented with the tangible 
truth that music is for everyone and can be expressed in so many ways. 
 
We have so enjoyed working with these young people down at Musoplex; observing how they 
have changed, grown and matured because of this opportunity… SIO fuses and fires a 
touchpaper of talent in every young heart that burns fervently into a creative inferno (a 
wonderful end-of-year live performance in front of an audience), underpinned by guidance 
from highly experienced, down-to-earth tutors (talented musicians in their own right) in 
literacy, numeracy and interpersonal communication, creative/critical thinking, teamwork, peer 
feedback skills and honest self-awareness – all key skills any young person needs for an 
every-changing diverse working world. It isn’t all about giving a working-class kid a room to 
play some music in… It is so much more than that and I hope people see it. Kate Southall 
Musioplex 
 
 
As a head of music in a Birmingham secondary a  School, who has worked on collaborative 
projects with Sound It Out, I ask you to reconsider your decision. These projects have 
benefitted our pupils enormously. Not only developing there musical skills, but also their 
ability to work in a team and a huge boost to their self esteem. Please reconsider. Richard 
Rogers Birmingham 
 
Sound it out is so inspirational to young people, i have been involved with this project and it’s 
so worthwhile! to cut the funding would be a crying shame..theres not enough of this sort of 
thing for the young people of Birmingham as it is! Kirsty Retter Participant Birmingham 


